
Sweeping Times
A newsletter for High Park Club curlers

President’s Message
It is with great joy and relief that I get to say that 
playoffs are upon HPC once again. Historically, 
that was the kind of opening sentiment that the 
end of the curling season's note from the President 
would have, but it hasn't been that way for a while, 
and we will never take it for granted again.

This is my favourite time of year, and it is not even 
close. The sun beaming through the upstairs 

windows as I sit in the hack contemplating draw 
weight coming home in the second end of an early 
draw. Coming down to the Club just a little earlier 
than normal on a Tuesday evening to meet friends 
for a drink on the patio. Watching the tarps come 
down and the grass come in as preparations for the 
tennis season make Kevin even busier than normal, 
but he definitely has a spring in his step. It all adds 
up to an unmistakable change in the atmosphere.

And then there is playoffs.

Back row: Jennifer Gray, Carter Gregotski, Xavier Rosiak-Wong   Front row Jackson Purvis, Jackson Gray  

April 2022

Team Gregotski takes Silver at the Curling 
Canada U15 Challenge Cup! 
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Aggregate races coming down to the wire, teams jockeying for 
position in their brackets, watching behind-the-glass skips 
argue about strategy on shots made (and even better, shots 
missed), exhilarating wins and heartbreaking defeats, the buzz 
is in the air and it is exciting. Breathe it in folks - with an 
appropriate face covering when not on the ice shed, or eating/
drinking in the lounge of course - this is what it is all about. 
And I love it. Every second of it.

If you have never been down to the Club to watch some 
playoff action, especially as it culminates into the Weekend of 
Champions, this is the year to do it. Our section committees, 
coordinated by our Curling Liaison Valerie Simmons, have 
been hard at work planning the events of the weekend and it 
will be action packed at all time slots from Friday evening all 
the way through to Sunday evening. I plan to attend as many 
of the events as possible in support of the return of a 
championship weekend and to watch some excellent curling! 
(Maybe I'll even get to throw a rock or two if the curling 
pantheon allows it.)

It has been an absolute privilege to serve as your President. 
Many of you have taken the time to pull me aside and share 
your thoughts, for which I am grateful. This year has been a 
great reminder of why we do what we do: to ensure the 
stability and growth of the High Park Club community, and 
do what we can for you, our members.

Good curling everyone!

~ Peter Krimbalis


Manager’s 
Report
Well, would ya look at that folks? 
We did it. We managed to get 
through this crazy rollercoaster of a 
season! Thank you for rolling with 
the Covid requirement punches! I 
know it was tough, even frustrating 
at times, but we persevered and 
managed to get an entire season in 
and now we get to close out in 
typically High Park style… one last 
kick at the can! Yes, you read that 
right! The Last Kick is making its 
triumphant return Thursday May 
19th, Friday May 20th and the finals 
are being held on Sunday, May 
21st!


Thank you to the hard-working staff 
for your dedication during a unique 
season. We wouldn’t be the club we 
are without the people we have 
working here, and I am very 
grateful for all of you.  


I would like to close out by 
thanking the Board of Directors for 
a job (beyond) well done this 
season to ensure member and staff 
safety always came first, for 
working so hard to ensure everyone 
had a full season and for your 
guidance and support throughout 
the season. 


P.S. Although the season is coming 
to an end, remember the bar is 
open and the beer is cold so come 
on down, say hi and grab a drink! 
We would love to see you during 
the summer!  


~ Kristy Rawluck


Little Rocks on the ice



Sweeping Times

April 2022 3

Men’s 
Competitive
Playoffs are around the corner 
with the wildcard games 
kicking off on April 28th!  The 
wildcard format has been 
revamped for this year to allow 
more teams to participate.  
Please feel free to come down 
on the 28th to watch dreams get 
made and souls get shattered. 

The format for the Other Club 
Championship is also modified 
for this year with teams playing 
two games over 4 nights 
concluding on May 14th.  

Other details regarding the 
playoffs have been sent out to 
all section members, please 
review the emails for important 
details.

We want to congratulate the 
winners from the last series:

Monday winners:
A: Team McCutcheon
B: Team Olmstead
C: Team White/Wilker
D: Team Gray

Thursday winners:
A Team McCutcheon
B Team Dearie
C Teams Baty, Lowes, Brokx & 
Pollock in a tie breaker with 
Team Pollock coming out on 
top
D Team VanderKoy

The Men’s closing dinner will 
be held on May 26th. The cost 
is expected to be $30. Please 
sign up by May 2nd.  More 
details will be emailed shortly. 

If you have any questions, 
comments for the committee, 
please put them in writing and 
email them to 
hpcmens.submission@gmail.com 

Good luck and good curling to 
all in the playoffs!

~ Doug Garrie


Competitive 
Mixed
As we wrap up the regular 
season, we want to thank 
everyone for their patience and 
flexibility this season. Over the 
last series, there were a number 
of make up games. 
Rescheduling can be difficult, 
so we also want to thank the 
club staff and other sections for 
working with us to provide ice 
time!

We want to congratulate the 
winning teams from the 2nd 
Series:

A Flight- Team Wright
B Flight- Team Wai
C Flight- Team Kavals
D Flight- Team Seguin

 

It was nice to hear that some of 
our section members have 
returned to competition. Chris 
W., Kelly C., Kevin Sims, and 
Sarah J. participated in the 
Mixed qualifier. It's fun to 
follow along with the live 
scoring! I know High Parkers 
were also following the U21 
Nationals where our section 
member Jodi McCutcheon 
coached the Ontario 2 team 
during their championship in 
Stratford last month!

It has been 3 years since we've 
experienced playoffs at the 
club, and it's exciting to have it 
back! Playoffs will run over 
three weeks with Tuesday 
Mixed finals being on Friday, 
May 13th. Wishing all teams 
good curling as we move into 
playoffs!

A reminder that there is no 
buzzer rule during playoffs. 
However, please be mindful of 
your speed of play and keep the 
games moving.

With Covid not going away, 
please continue with all the 
best practices and protocols to 
keep yourself and fellow 
section members safe. We all 
want to enjoy playoffs at HPC!

See you around the club or on 
the ice! 

~ Lisa Rawlings


mailto:hpcmens.submission@gmail.com
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Friday Night Social
The 2021 / 2022 season is coming to a close.  Nine 
of  twelve weeks have now been completed and 
Friday May 6th will be the last night of the year.  
After a bit of a late start to the Winter draw it was 
great to be back on the ice and inspired by the 
Olympics and Brier Tournaments 

It was also great to be ’social’ again and enjoying 
the Friday night games, excellent food from the 
caterer and general good fellowship with both old 
and new members.

After 9 weeks of play the top 3 teams in each 
Friday Night Division are:

5:00 pm Draw

1 Team Kanko
2 Team Lacey
3 Team Laforet

Draw A

1 Team Mitchell
2 Team Bowley
3 Team Ewing

Draw B


1 Team Dutil
2 Team Sosiak
3 Team Philip

Congratulations to the leading teams, but there are 
still games to be played and bragging rights to win 
so stay on the brooms!

Please continue to be patient and supportive to all 
those working behind the scenes in the final few 
weeks.

The Friday Night Social Committee extends their 
best wishes to all for your health and safety until 
we see everyone back at our favourite club in the 
fall of 2022.

~ John Kennedy

Sunday Rec
This urgent Sunday Rec League report arrives via 
Mad LibTM. First, fill in the Word List with a term 
that satisfies each criterion. Then, transpose in 
order onto the story to complete our message.

WORD LIST


1. ______________ ADJECTIVE

2. ______________ NOUN

3. ______________ VERB

4. ______________ ADJECTIVE

5. ______________ PLURAL NOUN

6. ______________ NOUN

7. ______________ ADJECTIVE

8. ______________ BOARD GAME

9. ______________ RELATION [aunt, son, barista]

10. _____________ BODY PART

STORY


The Sunday Rec League has been enjoying its most 
_______________ season to date. Sure, the novel 
coronavirus threw a _______________ in our plans. 
But when we could finally _______________ the ice 
again, everything was _______________! Well, ok, 
there were protests against _______________ 
across the country. Oh and a _______________ in 
Ukraine. And some pretty _______________ 
climate change reports. 

But curling, amirite?! _______________ on ice 
brought us all closer. And even when things got 
heated? Rivalries were quashed by channelling the 
mantra of Will Smith: “Get my _______________’s 
name out of your $%#&ing _______________!” We 
hope all sections can carry that sentiment in their 
hearts going forward.

~ Brian Coulton
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Sunday Open
Well, it was a bit of a hard slog 
at times, but the Sunday Open 
Section has made it (almost) to 
the end of our regular season; 
almost because at the time of 
writing there are a few make up 
games remaining  (more on 
that later).

As previously reported, the 
addition of the Dearman and 
Kavals rinks after January 
brought the section back up to 
its usual 24 team 4 flight 
format.  With the addition of 
two Saturday games to the 
schedule we were just able to 
slide in two full series to round 
out the curling year.  The 
Kavals team started off their 
time in the section with a bang, 
winning the series 2 D flight.  
They were joined by Team 
Chuprina (A flight) and Madej 
(C flight) who were able to 
continue their winning ways 
from the Thunderdome series.   
Rounding out the series 2 
winners circle was team 
DiCarlo who took home the 
LCBO gift cards for flight B 
with an impressive 4-1-0 
record.

A lovely weekend of curling 
mid-March with back to back 
Saturday and Sunday games, 
along with a Saturday afternoon 
potluck BBQ, and a Sunday 
night party were followed by a 
spate of COVID notice emails 
from the club the following 
week and more teams not 
playing than playing the 

following Sunday.  But it was a 
fun weekend.     With the 
makeup games almost done it 
looks like Team Chuprina will 
have prevailed to take home 
the 2021-2022 Aggregate 
Championship, with Team 
Gray close behind. 

Along with great curling skills, 
the Sunday Open section also 
showed their generosity these 
past few weeks by coming 
together to contribute to and 
support a wine draw to 
celebrate and build the legacy 
of our friend and team mate 
Kris Wannan who passed away 
last year.  As a result of the 
draw $3000 was raised to fund 
both the Kris Wannan Bursary 
Fund in support of youth 
curling across the country, and 
the HPC’s Team Rachel Steele’s 
journey to the Canadian U-21 
Championships something we 
felt would be close to Kris’s 
heart (as would have been the 
wine draw itself).  The whole 
section raised a glass to Kris 
and shared memories on what 
would have been her 40th 
birthday on March 20, and 
while she might not be with us 
in person, her spirt, friendly 
competitiveness, love of the 
game, and smile are 
remembered by all every time 
we hit the ice.  If you didn’t 
get a chance to purchase a 
raffle ticket, but would like to 
support the Kris Wannan 
Bursary and youth curling in 
Canada, donations can still be 
made through Curling 

Canada.  Please talk to Derek 
Corman for more information.

As we slide into the finals, good 
luck, stay well, and may the ice 
be ever in your favour!

~ Jennifer MacInnis


Thursday Day 
Ladies
What a great inaugural season 
we have had! We were able to 
rekindle old curling friendships 
as well as create new ones. We 
love being part of the High 
Park community of curlers and 
are looking forward to next 
year when we hope to welcome 
even more ladies to join in the 
fun Thursday mornings.

Our third series wrapped up on 
Thursday April 21st followed by 
a spring luncheon. But we will 
have one final day of fun 
curling on April 28th using 
“Sturling Rules” (which is kind 
of like doubles, but less 
complicated!).  If any ladies are 
interested in coming out that 
day to learn more about our 
section (or just have some fun), 
please contact us at 
mornwomen@highparkclub.com.

~ Janet Wells and Maureen 
Vance
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Ontario Curling Council facilitator Renée Lalonde coaching at High Park

Coaching Courses
On the weekend of March 5th and 6th, a total of thirteen High 
Park curlers took part in the Club Coach Youth (one day) or the 
Club Coach (two day) training courses, both of which were held at 
High Park.  Presented by Ontario Curling Council learning 
facilitators Renée Lalonde and Perry Marshall, a long-time High 
Park member himself, the courses covered topics such as ethical 
coaching, practice planning, game orientation, rules and etiquette, 
safety, delivery and brushing skills, strategy, games, and skill 
analysis, both on and off the ice.

Mike Gregotski, Nadine Morton, Kristel Toomsalu, Rob Gray, 
Peter Krimbalis, Susan Chen, and Shawn Catena completed the 
Club Coach Youth course, and Gary Parkinson, Clare Johnston, 
Jennifer Gray, Jason Martyn, Sean Purvis, and Doug Garrie 
completed the Club Coach course.

Congratulations to all our newly trained coaches, many of whom 
are already putting their training to good use on the ice with our 
Little Rocks and Juniors sections!

~ Clark Evans
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Juniors
The Junior section has been busy! The 40+ 
member strong section has been playing both at 
the Club and at outside events. The section 
continues to meet Wednesday afternoons and 
Sunday morning. Skills and games of all formats 
are played to offer variety and opportunities to 
practise different shot and work on strategy. 

The juniors have come a long way this year, and 
we are so lucky to have so many coaches out 
supporting these young athletes. Our season 
comes to an end 11 May.

Outside the club some of the successes include: 

Qualified for U21 nationals in Kitchener-Waterloo 
in an extra end final to represent as Team Ontario 
2. The Canadian Juniors took place March 25- 
April 1 at the Stratford Rotary Complex.  The 
team did Ontario and the club proud with a 4-4 
round robin record despite an injured player that 
led to two games being played with only 3 players! 

The team wishes to thank the HPC members for 
their support. 



At the U-18 Provincials held in Kingston, High 
Park members were represented on two teams. 
On team Vivier Sadie McCutcheon plays lead and 
Team Leung had with Emily Parkinson at third 
position and Madeleine Garrie throwing lead 
rocks. 

High Park submitted a full team for the U-15 
Challenge Cup held in Grimsby. This was an open 
event that provided an opportunity to learn and 
play triples, have a ‘hot shots’ competition and 
end off with a traditional 4-person 6-end game. As 
a points spiel this young team (Carter Gregotski 
skip; Xavier Rosiak-Wong – vice; Jack Purvis – 
second; Jackson Gray – lead) had a great final 
game and finished 2nd overall. Coached by Jen 
Gray, these boys had a wonderful experience. 

~ Jen Rosiak


Little Rocks
We're into the final ends of the Little Rocks 
season and there is a lot to report!  Each Sunday 
morning our energetic players fill the sheets with 
enthusiasm and commitment to the roaring game. 
The level of improvement we've seen across all 
sheets is nothing short of impressive. Players have 
gone from not being able to get out of the hack, 

Team Steele: Skip Rachel Steele, Vice Grace Cave, 
Second Jillian Uniacke, Lead Sadie McCutcheon, 
Coach Jodi McCutcheon

U21 Nationals

U18 Nationals
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to being able to slide 
effortlessly and deliver a stone 
to score a skip's deuce!

In an effort to continuously 
improve our Sunday mornings 
we've made some changes to 
the Little Rocks program. This 
all stemmed from a Club Coach 
Youth training clinic that many 
of the coaches took in early 
March. The training, conducted 
by the Ontario Curling Council, 
gave us lots of ideas to make 
the program a little more 
structured, and most 
importantly, more fun for the 
curlers. Here's a few of the 
things that we've implemented.

At the beginning of each 
session we go over our Code of 
Conduct that all players agree 
to. This includes being a good 
sport, respecting Club property, 
admitting mistakes, playing 
fairly and accepting the 
consequences of our behaviour. 
Coach Shawn Catena leads the 
Code of Conduct and has it 
written on bristol board for the 
players to review.

Before we head on the ice we 
still do our stretching but we 
now make a conscious effort to 
get those large muscles warmed 
up..Coach Susie Chen or Coach 
Rob Gray do this by leading 
active stretching to get the 
blood flowing in those little 
limbs.

On the ice we do our mixture of 
drills and games (gotta do 
fundamentals and gotta have 
fun!) but we've added a few new 
drills to keep the kids on their 
toes. This includes progressive 
hog lines, where the hog line 
moves based on where the 
previous shot ends up. We also 
play a variation of bocce. This is 
done by placing a cone on the 
button and if a rock hits the 
cone, the cone's new location 
becomes the new button. 
Needless to say the kids just try 
and nail the cone with peel 
weight. Good times!

At the end of the session each 
sheet does a quick cool down 
behind the glass with a 
discussion on what they learned 
and most importantly who had 
the most fun! 

The real highlight this year has 
been the Club tours that were  
conducted by Coach Peter 

Krimbalis. Coach Peter led the 
kids into the inner depths of 
the Club to show them the 
magic and science of the ice 
making equipment. The kids 
had lots of questions and Coach 
Peter provided them with very 
detailed answers. The tour also 
included historical details about 
the Club. Did you know the 
front door was the main 
entrance to the Club in its early 
days? I didn't!  

As always the Little Rocks 
program takes a small army of 
volunteers to make it a success 
for the kids. Thanks to 
everyone who comes out early 
Sunday mornings to make the 
time on the ice special for the 
curlers. 

~ Mike Gregotski

Little Rocks tour of the club with Peter Krimbalis
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