
Sweeping Times
A newsletter for High Park Club curlers

President’s Message
Welcome back! Again!

It's been a while, for the second time. Full 
transparency, I honestly had to go back into the 
archives to see what a president typically writes in 
these messages. Nothing in my presidency has 
been normal, same deal for my predecessor Chris 
Wai, who never even got a chance to write one of 
these. So perhaps this short note to you shouldn't 
be normal either; emblematic of the times and 
experience if you will. A bit of introspective 
writing.

Much like the ups and downs of a Club excitedly 
reopening in October, only to be shuttered again 

less than two months later, and now clawing back 
to life once more, the experience of being 
president throughout all of this has mirrored these 
peaks and valleys, pushes and pulls, and clashes 
with uncertainty. We've lost a lot of sleep. Rather 
than dwell on why it has been tough, which 
perhaps is where one might think this was going, I 
would rather tell you why I wouldn’t want it any 
other way. 

The world was dealt an awful hand in early 2020, 
and so too was HPC. Nothing we can do about 
that. What we can do is rally. When I was handed 
the baton in June of 2021, we knew we weren't in 
the clear yet, and I was fortunate to be surrounded 
by resilient people everywhere I looked. This 
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toughness comes in a lot of forms. From a willingness to take on 
additional roles like the chairing of newly struck committees, to 
the inevitable challenge of having tough conversations, to that 
sense responsibility knowing that doing the right thing isn't 
going to make everyone happy. And that was just the Board 
meetings; it spreads far beyond that.  

Our staff, our volunteers, everyone.

People stepped up. People stepped up to say, yes, I will find a 
way to make this work. I will crunch these numbers to see what 
the results could be. I will find the appropriate experts and ask 
for their counsel. I will find that vendor or contractor during a 
supply chain crisis to get the job done. I will review the 
literature and provide a summary and recommendation. I will 
find a way to make this work. I will. 

What I didn't hear was "I shouldn’t", "I can't" and "I won't".  

So indeed, it has been a challenge, but I never would have found 
out how tenacious and resourceful all of us can be if we weren't 
in this very room right now. For me that's a blessing. This is our 
community, our Club, our second home. Perhaps sometimes it 
takes an ordeal to remind us all that what we have is worth 
fighting for. It really is. 

We hope that you are staying safe, and remind everyone to 
please take a look at the Health & Safety Protocols, as well as 
the Return to Play FAQs on our website, as we return to play on 
a regular basis again. 

See you out there and good curling friends. 

~ Peter Krimbalis


Integer facilisis arcu
Manager’s 
Report
Happy New Year curlers!


Thank you! Thank you! Thank 
you!


I can't say it enough. The 
continuous support of our 
members, the dedication and 
leadership of our board, the 
expertise and guidance of the 
covid committee and the hard 
work of the staff is why our 
curling family has been able to 
get back to yelling 'hurry hard' 
across those 5 sheets...


 ...and my-oh-my has the energy  
returned to this old building 
and we are so excited to 
welcome you home. 


I would also like to thank 
everyone for their patience as 
we work through the provincial 
guidelines and club protocols. 
Everyone has been very 
understanding and the staff 
appreciate it!


While we aren't back to our 
normal routine quite yet, we are 
back, and that's a step in the 
right direction! 


~ Kristy Rawluck


 As always, please feel free to 
reach out to 
manager@highparkclub.com if 
you have any questions. 




Sweeping Times


February 2022 3

Men’s 
Competitive
Welcome back sections 
members for the 2nd time this 
season!

As the last curling season 
ended without a clear-cut men’s 
champion and the Everest Cup 
coming fast this past fall, the 
men’s committee invited the 
top 4 teams from the 2019 
season to compete in a mini 
play-down to represent High 
Park at the Everest cup. This 
year’s representative was the 
team of Tom Dearie, Cam 
Beatty, Chris Wai, Kevin Sims, 
and Peter Krimbalis.  The 
team did well winning regions 
but unfortunately got knocked 
out in the round play of the 
provincials.  That was a great 
showing none the less!

The winners of the first series 
this season are:

Mondays:

B1: Team Brokx

B2: Team King

C1: Team Bremner

C2: Team Olmstead

Thursdays:

B1: Team Levinsky

B2: Team Wai

C1: Morrison

C2: Team Ewing 

This years men’s committee 
consists of Michael Le Blanc - 
Chair, Zach Levinsky - Vice-
Chair, Robert Wright - 
Treasurer, Sean Purvis - 
Thursday Drawmaster, Gary 
Parkinson - Monday 
Drawmaster, Adam Di Carlo - 
Cross-club outreach, and Doug 
Garrie – Communications.

If you have any questions, 
comments or submissions for 
the next Sweeping Times or for 
the committee in general, 
please put them in writing and 
email them to 
hpcmens.submission@gmail.com  

Good curling and stay safe out 
there! 

~ Doug Garrie


Competitive 
Mixed
The Tuesday Mixed 
Competitive Section came 
back to the club in November 
2021 with a robust 22 team 
roster.  Our creative draw 
master put together a unique 
schedule that saw the teams hit 
the ice for another exciting 
competitive season. We 
welcomed back a good number 
of past teams, and were thrilled 
to have some new teams join 
Tuesday night.  After the first 
series, we are pleased to 

congratulate the 4 winning 
teams: Team Sims, Osborne, 
McCutcheon and Scott.  On a 
fun note, Team Sims and 
Osborne are past Tuesday night 
champs and Team McCutcheon 
and Team Scott are new to the 
section. It is great to see the 
new teams making an early run 
for a strong playoff position.

Since the re-opening in 2022, 
the Section picked up where we 
left off in December with the 
second series.  We are in full 
swing and moving forward. The 
club has graciously offered us 
two Saturdays due to the 
missed time over Christmas 
and January.  With the bar still 
closed - we will use our first 
Saturday as a practice day for 
the Section. Our second 
Saturday in April will be a fun 
tournament day with details to 
follow.  We encourage all 
members to stay safe, wash 
your hands often, wear your 
N95 mask or equivalent, and 
we will see you on the ice! 

~ From the Tuesday Mixed 
Committee


Monday Open
The Monday Open (Teachers) 
section has experienced big 
changes this season.  Covid 
and other health issues caused 
four of our eleven teams to 
resign for this season at least.  
We sadly said good-bye to 

mailto:hpcmens.submission@gmail.com
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teams Horner, Kolmatycki, Laughlin and 
Littlejohn.  However we were pleased to add a 
new team and now have an eight team league.  
Welcome team Ferguson!

Currently teams Smyth and Stanfield are tied for 
the lead with 10 points each, followed by teams 
MacKay, Dingwall, Murray and Skeoch (tied), 
Morton and Ferguson.  We plan to complete our 
first round robin by resuming scheduled play on 
Feb 7, and play a second round robin in February 
and March. 

Most years we get together with a teachers’ league 
based out of East York for a bonspiel in March or 
April, but it looks highly doubtful if we’ll be able 
to do that this year.  If not we’ll complete the 
season with som other schedule, perhaps a mini 
round robin plus some playoffs.

~ Peter Brydon, Chair

Friday Night Social
We hope you and all your loved ones are well in 
these pandemic times.  It had been over 18 
months since the Friday Night crew was 
reunited  for play again in Oct 2021.   It was 
great to be back on the HPC  ice, seeing familiar 
faces (trying to remember old names and learn new 
ones) and getting some much needed exercise.  
There was some rust to shake off,  extra stretching 
required and some muscle memory relearning to 
do but it seems all have picked up where we left off 
back in March 2020.  

It was great to be ’social’ again and enjoy the 
games, excellent food, drinks, stories and general 
good fellowship with both old and new 
members. 

After 7 weeks of play the top 3 teams in each 
Friday Night Division are:

 

5:00 pm Draw:

 7:00 pm Draw 'A’

7:00 pm Draw 'B’ 

Due to some members decisions to not return to 
play right now, the teams will need to be reshuffled 
based on those members that will return to play.  
Therefore, the above standings will remain the 
final standings for the FALL draw.  

Congratulations to the leading teams!

New teams will be posted the week of  Jan 31.  Fri 
Feb 4th will be an optional ‘fun’ night on the ice for 
the new Winter draw and Fri Feb 11 will be the 
first competitive night of the Winter Draw 
session. 

Until then please be patient supportive to all those 
working behind the scenes to make this all work.

No doubt the recent snow shovelling will 
substitute for sweeping exercise, and we can all 
play some ‘Wordle’ to keep our minds sharp!

The Friday Night Social Committee extends their 
best wishes to all for your health and safety until 
we see everyone back at our favourite club in 2022. 

~ John Kennedy 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Saturday 
Night Social
How I joined the Club and 
why 

One new member's story…. 

For the first time in years, I am 
going to be in Toronto for sure 
all winter, so I better find 
something to do.

Something active, social, easily 
accessible and fun! 

Having lived in the High 
Parkish area for years I 
certainly knew of High Park 
Curling (Where the heck do 
you park for that place?) but I 
have never curled and really do 
not know anyone who does 
curl. However, it’s a good 
Canadian thing, eh, so let's 
check it out. 

I went through the very 
informative website and it all 
looked nice, interesting with no 
‘red flags’ for me, but, seeing is 
believing so, early in the fall I 
drove over to check it out. Ah… 
so there is easy parking!

Being covid times, there was a 
note on the door regarding 
visitors but as I was reading it, 
the door opened. I introduced 
myself to Kevin, told him I was 
considering joining the curling 
club and wanted to check out 
the place, so, with both of us 
masked, Kevin invited me in 

and gave the grand tour. Nice 
viewing area of the ice, sitting 
areas for relaxing, nice bar, 
kitchen service as well, veranda 
out back for lawn tennis (Who 
knew?) with a big balcony off of 
the event hall. (The building 
reminds me of RCYC, perhaps 
they are of the same vintage.) 
Hearing about how the club is 
set up, it’s wonderful history 
and a pleasant guy telling me all 
about it, all check marks! We 
ended up in Kirsty's office to 
figure out which of the 
overwhelming number of 
leagues would be right for me. 
Social, not too competitive… 
we zeroed in on the Saturday 
Social League. I went home and 
filled in the easy online 
application and … Bob’s your 
Uncle!

I was excited when I got 
notification that I was able to 
join the Saturday league, cool! I 
think it was with that email I 
received the full detailed Covid 
protocol information. I am very 
comfortable with the well 
thought through, practical and 
conservative approach that has 
been put in place. Will be nice 
to be with like minded covid 
people.

I was also excited when I 
received the league's team list 
and game schedule. At first 
read, I thought I was on a team 
called ‘Lead’ with our first game 
against a team called ‘Skip’. I 

studied the schedule further, 
and eventually figured it out. 
Ha ha on me.

I was very relieved to get an 
email about a ‘Beginners Clinic’ 
in the afternoon before my first 
Saturday game. Being less than 
a novice, I really appreciated 
that clinic and learned some of 
the key basics.( I really 
appreciated the second clinic as 
well.) I felt sorry and happy for 
one person I met at the clinic 
from the Friday social league. 
Her first game was the evening 
before and she fell down 
everytime she threw a rock! 
With the clinic’s  
explanations, demonstrations 
and coaching, she didn’t fall 
once that afternoon as she now 
‘got it’. Again, glad I had the 
clinic before my first game.

The clinic couldn’t cover 
everything, of course. For 
example, after finishing our 
first end on the first evening, 
my skip, Ele, was cautious, kind 
and caring as she explained to 
me that sweeping beside the 
stone was a waste of effort…in 
front of it is preferred. I held 
back laughing out loud at 
myself for that great tip!

Two final observations looking 
back at my first series:

1)    Teammates, other team 
members, everyone has been so 
very kind and supportive of my/
all the new members learning 
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this interesting sport. It is way 
more complicated than it 
looks! Everyone is always 
learning. The sharing and 
support is appreciated.

2)    It is wonderful how the 
socializing after a game can go 
on for longer than a game itself. 
Curling talk, neighbourhood 
talk, Toronto talk, etc. Terrific

So based on my original goals…

●      Active - Check!

●      Social - Check!

●      Easily Accessible - Check!

●      Fun - Double Check!

~Ele Pawelski


Sunday Rec

!"#$%&#'!

~ Brian Coulton


Sunday Open
Down by 2 teams at the start, 
the Sunday Open league fully 
committed to the Mad 
Maxian  vibe of 2021 by 
starting the season with an 11 
game ‘Thunderdome’.  The 
two flights, play everyone in 
your flight series was off to a 
great, but sore, start as people 
discovered how easy it is to 

lose your curling muscles after 
a year off.    But recover we 
did, and everyone was well 
back into the swing of things 
before we hit the 
(unexpectedly) extended 
holiday break.  Richard Scott 
was even back into his cookie 
baking habit which was 
appreciated by all.   

With two new teams joining 
the league in January (welcome 
Teams Dearman and Kavals!) 
 to get us back up to our usual 
fighting strength, the league 
pivoted again adding a couple 
of Saturday games to let us get 
three series in before the end 
of the year.   Thanks go to 
Drawmaster Jen Grey who has 
had to do much scheduling, 
rescheduling and calculating to 
figuring out where everyone is 
at.   

When Jen’s pencil dust settled, 
Teams Grey and Chuprina were 
tied for the top spot out of 

flight A, with Team Williams 
just behind.   On the B-side 
there was a three way tie with 
Teams Killoch, Madej and 
MacInnis taking home the 
coved LCBO gift cards.   

Everyone is happy to be 
starting the year back out on 
the ice, even if we can’t see the 
skips’ broom at the other end 
because of foggy glasses (and 
let’s face it, having that as an 
excuse for missed shots is not 
the worst thing). 

~ Jennifer MacInnis


Juniors 
With great excitement the 
2021/22 Junior Section season 
got underway! After a year a 
half hiatus, the next generation 
of curlers was eager to get back 
on the ice. 

The ‘older’ juniors have openly 
welcomed the many ‘little 

Juniors Christmas Party
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rockers’ who made the move to 
juniors this year. 

Sporting their new hoodies, 
these young curlers are on the 
ice twice a week. Wednesday 
afternoons are geared to 
instruction and Sunday 
mornings are for fun pick-up 
games. Lead by Jodi 
McCutcheon and a large 
supporting cast of coaches, 
these kids have increased their 
skills and at the same time 
bonded both on and off the ice. 
This year for the first time, this 
included decorating the club 
for the holidays. 

Some have also expanded their 
wings and joined other sections 
at the club, please welcome 
them if you have the chance to 
play against them. 

Our junior curlers have also 
had some opportunities to 
represent High Park at 
bonspiels and tournaments. 
Some of these include: 

Team Baker - Jude Baker, 
Patrick Miller, Caleb Baldizon 
and Michael Zheng/ coach 
Mike McCutcheon

- participated in U-18 
Provincial Qualifiers 

- participated in Ontario 
Winter Games Qualifiers

Team Steele - Rachel Steele, 
Grace Cave, Jillian Uniacke, 

Sadie McCutcheon/ coach Jodi 
McCutcheon

- won the Royal Slam in KW 
in September

- 3rd at 2021 U-21 National 
Qualifier

- participated in Ontario 
STOH Cash Spiel

- will be participating in 2022 
U-21 Provincials

Team Parkinson - Sarah 
Leung, Abigail Parkinson, 
Madeleine Garrie, Kelsea 
Marcolini/ coach Vince Leung

- participated in events on the 
Ontario Junior Curling Tour 

-  participated in Ontario 
Winter Games Qualifiers

- qualified for the 2022 U-18 
Provincials

Team Vivier - Dominique 
Vivier, Evelyn Robert, Madison 

Giles, Sadie McCutcheon/ 
coach Monta Johnson

- qualified for 2022 U-18 
Provincials

The Junior Section alumni also 
continue to compete with 
success. Of note:

Michaela Robert has qualified 
with Team Daly for the 
Ontario Scotties.  Evelyn 
Robert will be the team fifth.

John McCutcheon will be 
playing in the Tankard Cash 
Spiel with Team McNamara.  
They participated in the 2021 
U-21 Provincials.

Damian Gorman played with 
Team Massey and participated 
in the 2021 U-21 Provincials 
and will be participating in the 
2022 U-21 Provincials as well.

~Jen Rosiak


High Park Club Juniors
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Little Rocks
After much anticipation the 
Little Rocks season got off to a 
roaring start in early February. 
On our first day we welcomed 
25 smiling little curlers ranging 
from 7-12 years of age. The 
curlers are a mix of veterans 
from past seasons and 
energetic rookie curlers.You 
might be asking yourself, what's 
a typical, Little Rocks session 
look like?

Well before the players hit the 
ice we do a review of safety: 
helmet, check. Sllider foot 
doesn't go on the ice first, 
check. No running, check. 
After the safety review we do 
some stretches and warm-ups 
behind the glass and then off to 
the sheets!

We divide the players up into 
groups of experienced older 
curlers on a couple sheets and 
the newer younger curlers on 
the other sheets. Coaches lead 
drills to get the players to 
practice getting into the hack, 
sliding and then throwing the 
rock. There's only so many 
drills you can do though, the 
players are eager to get into a 
game! No matter what the age 
of the curler there are games 
we can play to bring out their 
competitive spirit. 

The veterans play a full-sheet 
game like you and I would play 

in our competitive or rec 
nights. But there are lots of 
options for the players who 
don't quite have the strength to 
throw a hack-weight takeout 
and roll behind cover. For the 
intermediate players, movable 
hacks are used to play a game 
on a half or three-quarter sheet 
(you may have noticed these 
white and black hacks along 
the boards by sheets 1 and 5). 

For the younger players we 
have half-weight rocks that 
allows them to be able to get a 
good delivery without having to 
chuck all that granite. Players 
also like to play a game of 
"shorts" where you throw the 
rock from the hack to the close 
house. Shorts is a fun way to 
teach strategy and scoring 
without having to move the 
players up and down a sheet. 

Little Rocks

Little Rocks
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We're excited that in 
subsequent weeks a few more 
players will be joining our ranks 
to round out our numbers.Oh, 
yeah, you might also remember 
that we did an equipment drive 
in the fall. I was thrilled with 
the amount of lightly used 
shoes, brooms and other 
equipment we received. Thank 
you for your generosity! We've 
started handing out the 
equipment to our happy, 
enthusiastic players.  

The Little Rocks program 
wouldn't be possible without 
the dedication of all our 
coaches and volunteers. Thank 
you to everyone who comes out 
on Sunday mornings to lead the 
next generation of High Park 
Club curlers. It won't be long 
before these players are all 
grown up and giving you all you 
can handle in a game. 

~ Mike Gregotski


Thursday Day 
Ladies
Thank you High Park Curling 
for the warm welcome to our 
new curling section and home! 
We are so happy to be here!

Our new 10:00 a.m. Thursday 
Morning Day Ladies section 
initially started as a group of 
ladies that were welcomed to 
High Park after the closure of 

St Georges curling. We were 
thrilled to have been joined by 
many ladies from other High 
Park sections to help us grow 
this group. With word of 
mouth, several new curlers also 
thought they would try the 
sport and joined in for the fun 
and camaraderie this year.

This daytime ladies section is 
designed to offer good curling 
in a relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere. Teams are 
assigned and switched up 
during the season ,giving the 
opportunity to meet and play 
with different ladies. All levels 
of curlers are welcome. There is 
still room this year to join in 
the fun ! Our current series 
began Feb 10 but we are always 
in need of spares. Our next 
series starts March 17.For more 
information contact us at: 
mornwomen@highparkclub.com 

We were able to have our first 
social event this past 
December with a fabulous 
luncheon provided by ONYX 
Catering. There was music and 
song, a great raffle draw and an 
innovative turkey draw. We 
plan to have many more fun 
social events in the future!

Many thanks are extended to 
Kristy, Nika and Kevin for all 
of their helpful assistance and 
orientation as we set up our 
new section and social 
activities. It has been so 
appreciated!

We look forward to many years 
of continued good curling, fun 
and friendship at High Park.

~ Janet Wells and Maureen 
Vance


Thursday Morning Ladies
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